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Redding Inc. (CA) 

September 2026 

Join us for our AAUW Branch Meeting on  

September 23, 2026 

Social Time 5:00 p.m.  Dinner 5:30 p.m.  

The McConnell Foundation 

 800 Shasta View Drive 

 Redding 

Kimberly Bonéy, guest speaker  

Welcome to our season opener at The McConnell Foundation. Our guest 
speaker will be Kimberly Bonéy. Kimberly is a local businesswoman, writer, 
wife, and mother. She and her husband, Cleveland Bonéy, started the 
Redding Jazz Orchestra. He is the conductor, and she serves as marketing 
director,  event coordinator, and board member.   

President:  Nancy Overton   

Editors:  Carolyn Chandler and Linda Wright 

September Past 
Presidents  

Date: Thursday, Sept. 3 

Time: 11:30 a.m. 

Place: Cheesecakes Unlimited, 1135 
Pine Street in Redding  

RSVP: Tara Swanson by September 1 

 

Please send payment with PayPal or cash/check (payable to AAUW Redding Branch) to  

Our meal will be catered by Barb Cervantes 

$45 covers meal, wine, drinks, and dessert. 

Please send payment with PayPal or cash/checks (payable to AAUW Redding 
Branch) to M.C. Masulis.   Please RSVP by September 9. 
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Letter from the President: Nancy Overton 

Our Mission: 

I am so glad to have so many talented women on our board and in our membership this 
year!  Thank you for stepping up and helping to make our branch successful in fulfilling the 
AAUW mission Equity Now, empowering women and girls in our community through educa-
tion, economic security and civil rights.  AAUW Explore the Issues 
Our Branch Projects: 

Based on our January Membership Goal Setting Workshop, our membership found of great-
est interest the AAUW issues of economic equity and education.  We already have a stellar 
outreach in education, and we will continue to aid higher education and support Tech Trek 
and STEM with existing projects and fundraisers. 

But, now it is time for us to move forward to the next step in AAUW’s mission to empower 
women by exploring all the different ways we can start working as a branch on economic se-
curity in our community. 
Personal Challenge: 
I am going to start my term as president by issuing a personal challenge to each one of our 
members. 

Find a part of our AAUW mission that resonates throughout your being—why you are a 
member. 

Find a way to lead, create or participate this year in that AAUW mission . 
Find a way to meet other women and to empower them at our branch and board meet-

ings, interest groups, and committees. 
Find a way to show that AAUW Redding is serious about its mission statement in empow-

ering women in our community. 

As women with degrees, we all have already amassed tons of experiences and talents. 
Now , please explore and direct them into making our mission happen.  I look forward this 
year to having as many members as possible in my home for coffee/tea/water to hear about 
their dreams to empower women.  Please answer my cell phone call and I’ll make certain 
you’ll have an open ear and advocate to find your way to contribute to our AAUW mis-
sion. Plus, it’s fun!   

Many thanks to our amazing board, committees, volunteers and operation 
team for obtaining Five Star Branch status last year led by Frances Cole-
Boyd! 

Thanks  too, to our new  and equally amazing board, committees, volun-
teers and operations teams for the fun and productive year to come!  Look 
forward to seeing you soon.  
With warm regards,  Nancy Overton 
 
 

https://www.aauw.org/issues/
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2026-27   

Branch Officers  

President  

Nancy Overton  

President-Elect  

Open  

Program Vice-
President  

Marta Hopkins  

Membership VP 

Jenn Snider 

AAUW Fund VP 

Sharon Clairemont 

AAUW Fundraising 
VP 

Maureen Chenoweth 

Recording Secre-
tary 

Debbie Spiess  

Treasurer  

Cindy Anderson  
Board Meetings meet at 
5:30 pm   

Monday, September 28 

Monday, October 26 

All members are welcome 
to attend Board Meet-
ings. The agenda will be 
emailed one week prior to 
each meeting. If you wish 
to speak to an agenda 
item at the meeting, 
please contact Nancy.  

A Note from your new 
membership VP 

Hello! I’m Jenn Snider, and I’m pleased to introduce 
myself as the Redding Branch’s new Membership VP. I’m 
excited to take on this role and look forward to supporting 
our current members, welcoming new members, and 
helping everyone stay connected to our branch. 

 

I’ll be reaching out to members by email when their 
memberships are up for renewal, with the goal of making 
the process as easy as possible. These messages will 
come from membershipaauwredding@gmail.com, so 
please take a moment to add that address to your 
contacts if you haven’t already. 

 

Speaking of renewals, I don’t know about you, but I 
personally find the process a bit daunting. I recently found 
a YouTube video that clearly explains how to renew your 
membership online at a pace that doesn’t feel 
overwhelming. And if online isn’t your thing, the classic 
method of snail mailing a check will always be an option.  

 

I’m looking forward to serving in this role and to a great 
year with AAUW Redding! 

 
Jenn Snider 
 

 

Contact Information: 

For all newsletter articles, see 
contact page at the end of 
this newsletter for phone 

numbers, emails and 
addresses. 

mailto:membershipaauwredding@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vXUvq-1JY4
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Four more AAUW Redding Tech Trek Alumni!!! 

Tech Trek camp this summer was a resounding, enriching success for the four 
girls we sponsored from Tree of Life International.  Elise Bentley, Samantha 
Carreon, Nevalina Hawkins and Elisa Hernandez-Alonzo completed UC Davis 
Tech Trek Residential Camp July 19.  Statewide Tech Trek California hosted 
780 campers in 2026, 90 of whom attended at UC Davis. 

The girls wrote thank you letters and will be sharing some of their experiences 
at our August 20  Ice Cream Social at Redding’s Old City Hall. 

If you get this newsletter by August 20, and we hope that you will, remember  
to  attend the Ice Cream Social and meet our Tech Trek girls, visit with friends  
and enjoy some delicious sweet treats.  

Location : Shasta Arts Council (Old City Hall)  

Thursday August 20  5:00 p.m.       

Cost: $15.00  RSVP to M.C. Masulis  

Ice Cream Social 
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How might voting change in the coming year?  

SHASTA COUNTY MEASURE B: The measure passed in Shasta County in the June 2, 2026 
election with a vote of 56% to 44%. Basically, Measure B would require voters to present a 
government-issued photo identification to register to vote, eliminate vote-by-mail and most 
early voting options, mandate the hand-counting of ballots, and create a separate county 
voter registration system disconnected from the state’s uniform system. Measure B would 
limit voting to a single in-person Election Day, with limited exceptions for voters with disabili-
ties, members of the military, and U.S. citizens living abroad. 

After the passage of Measure B, California Attorney General Rob Bonta and Secretary of 
State Shirley Weber legally challenged this local initiative. 

Issues to Know:   

• Measure B exceeds Shasta County’s constitutional authority. As a charter county, Shasta 
County does not have home-rule authority or the power to set its own rules over voter regis-
tration or elections. 

• Measure B is preempted by state law. It directly conflicts with California laws. 

• Measure B threatens to disrupt the November election. 

It is anticipated that the November election will follow all current CA election requirements.  

CALIFORNIA: PROPOSITION 39 

The proposal would require voters to show a government-issued ID whenever they vote in an 
election in California. Voters who cast ballots by mail would need to provide the last four 
digits of a unique number on their ID, like a driver’s license number. State and local election 
officials would also be required to verify voters are U.S. citizens “using government data” 
and to publish annual data showing what percentage of a county’s voter rolls have had their 
citizenship verified. 

US CONGRESS: SAVE America Act:  The issue of “voter identification” is being discussed 
on the national level. The President has requested that Congress pass SAVE America Act al-
so known as Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act. This bill requires individuals to provide 
documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote, and requires photo identifi-
cation to vote in federal elections.   

Susan Morris Wilson, Public Policy       Penny Harris, DEI 

 

 

PUBLIC POLICY AND 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION 
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Due to the Riverfront Buyout, 
Wine and Brews will meet on 
Wednesday, September 16th at 5:00  at the home of Maureen 
and Wayne Chenoweth, 1100 Redbud Dr., Redding.      

They are providing the wines. Please bring an appetizer to share. 

Contact  Nancy Randall by Monday, September 14th if you plan to 
attend. 

 

 

 

Join us for Scrabble the Last Friday of Every Month 

Scrabble will meet at 1:00 p.m., Friday, August 28 and  

    1:00 p.m., Friday, September 25.  

Mark your calendars now. Locations will be announced. We use “cheat 
sheets” and dictionaries and often help each other – the point is to have fun. 
 If you would like to offer your house and can accommodate 8 to 12 avid  
Scrabble players, let me know as soon as possible.   
 
Patty Mullet 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Movie Group 

Scrabble 

AAUW Upcoming Interest Group Meetings 

Wine and Brews 

 

Movie Group Meets 3rd Monday of the month   
 

Location:  Market Street Blade & Barrel,  
1777 Market St. 

 
Contact Pam Crowe for more information. 
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A comedy by Ben Abbott, directed by Lisa Collins:  Ray is a book editor madly in 
love with his co-worker and housemate, Molly. While racing against a book dead-
line, their cozy shared workspace is suddenly thrown into chaos when their eccen-
tric landlord and a ghost hunter arrive with plans to turn the place—possibly haunt-
ed—into paranormal tourist attraction. The play blends budding romance with su-
pernatural hijinks, asking whether love and ghostly terror can collide in a hilarious 
and heartwarming explosion of life, love, and the afterlife. 

TICKETS ($35) ARE ON SALE NOW.  Text or email me if you’d like to reserve tickets. 
You can send a check made out to AAUW Redding to Pris Brutlag, to hold tickets at 
Will Call September 9.  Pay Pal is also an option but please remember the fees we 
are charged cut into our profits. 

Please support us by bringing sumptuous and savory finger goodies to share at the 
social. All net proceeds benefit Tech Trek camp at UC Davis next summer. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!   

Pris Brutlag, Riverfront Buyout Interim Chair 

 

  Travel Interest Group 

Travel returns on October 28th with Debbie and John Stokes presentation on their trip to 
France.  Also, Dave returns with his 10-minute program on our recent trip down the 
Mississippi on a Viking Cruise.  Remember to reserve your spot for dinner and the program.   

Travel dinner meetings are held at Karline’s Restaurant and 
begin at 5:30. The travel group is open to all members, and 
spouses or friends are warmly welcomed. Because of the 
room size, reservations are required for all presentations.  

I look forward to seeing you in October.    

Judy Bush 

 
Have Some Great Fun!!! 

“Grave Mistakes” Buyout at Riverfront 
Playhouse 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026  

Social: 6:30 p.m., Play: 7:30 p.m. 
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September 15, 2:00 p.m. 
Lillian and Madison were unlikely roommates and inseparable 
friends at an elite boarding school until Lillian leaves sudden-
ly in the wake of a scandal. In the years since, Lillian remains 
living with her mom, stuck in a dead-end job while Madison 
has married a wealthy, politically promising older man. Seem-

ingly out of the blue, Lillian receives an invitation to visit her old friend and become nanny to 
fraternal step-twins who will be coming to live with them.  The twins, it seems, routinely re-
spond to stress by bursting into flames, a trait disturbingly at odds with the ambitions Madi-
son and her husband share. Over the course of the summer Lillian and the twins learn to trust 
and respect one another. Fiercely protective of her strange charges, Lillian comes to realize 
that she needs them as much as they need her.  

With sharp humor and genuine warmth, Kevin Wilson has written his best book yet—a 
most unique story of parental love. 

Hostess:  Nikki Blum 

     Leader: Debbie Stokes 

RSVP to Nikki Blum 

Call Dale Ammerman for more information. 

 

Book Group 

Round Robin books, read by Round Robin readers, will be offered 
for sale at the September AAUW meeting. All are hardcover books, protected with library 
grade plastic, and in good condition. Pick up a book you’d like to read for the bargain 
price of $5.00.                                              

Proceeds from the book sale will go toward gift basket support for AAUW projects. 

Annette Spitsen 

Round Robin 
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Walking/Hiking 

September Walking/Hiking 
Group Schedule 

The walking group welcomes all walkers/hikers, new or veteran. We have a vari-
ety of walks and walking paces. Join us for camaraderie and conversation.  
Some of our walks and hikes are on asphalt, some on dirt, some on a combina-
tion of surfaces. Contact Sharon Clairemont for more detailed information 
about walk length, location and terrain, and please let her know if you plan to 
join a walk. Walks start at 7:30 a.m. this month. 

Tuesday Walks: 

9/1 Lema Ranch (parking lot at Shasta View and Hemingway) 

9/8 Churn Creek Trail (trailhead parking at Tidmore Ln, off College View) 

9/15 Sundial Bridge/ Turtle Bay 

9/22 Lema Ranch (Shasta View/Hemingway parking lot) 

9/29 Churn Creek Trail (trailhead at Tidmore Ln., off College View) 

Saturday Walks: 

9/5 Sundial Bridge/Turtle Bay 

9/12 Hornbeck Trail 

9/19 Anderson River Park 

9/26 Friends of the Poor Walk, 8:30 a.m.-11:00 (from St. Joseph School to All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 2.2 miles one way) 



 

10 

 

 

Join us for the first play reading of the new season. New members are welcome, so come 
and see how reading a play is a fun afternoon exercise, meeting new people in a small 
group setting, sharing a snack or two. We have ten copies of the current play, and every-
one gets a chance to read aloud.  Easy entertainment and great discussions.  

 

How it works: We receive a box of 10 plays each month to read, then they are mailed on 
to the next AAUW Branch, much like our Round Robin book group.  Plays are mailed to us 
starting in September and we meet and read that play the first Wednesday afternoon 
from 1-4 pm starting in October. 

 

If this sounds good to you, join for $20 for 26/27, which covers the postage to receive and 
mail the plays onto the next group. Looking forward to seeing you in October, 

 Tammy Douse 

Wednesday, October 7th, 1-4 p.m. 

Hostess: Tammy Douse 

RSVP to attend or call with any questions. 
 

Gerrine Peckenpaugh 

It is with deep sadness that we share the news that our valued member, Gerrine 
Peckenpaugh, past President, past Named Gift Honoree and past Woman of Achieve-
ment Honoree, passed away July 9th.  Gerrine joined AAUW Redding Branch in 1966 and 
was an honorary lifetime member.  
 
While no services are currently planned, condolences may be sent to Tiffany 
Peckenpaugh  at 7047 Pismo Drive, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762. 
 
A donation from the Branch will be sent to National for the Greatest Needs Fund in honor 
of Gerrine.  If you would like to contribute to the donation, please contact the assistant 
treasurer, Frances Cole Boyd. 

 

DRAMA DIVAS 
2026-2027 SEASON 

https://us.list-manage.com/172MXVkwEra?e=1000823c40&c2id=02dd37467aee0fea8b8112c36bd7da7c
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Our first culinary experience will be at Spice Garden in Redding on September 17.  
Please RSVP to Marta Hopkins. 

The article below is adapted from a recent article by Tobi Balma, a member of the AAUW 
California Fund Committee. I hope it helps further your understanding of the AAUW Fund 
and why our Branch is committed to supporting it. In future newsletters, I will tell you 
about specific ways the AAUW Fund is used to help women. 

 
Sharon Clairemont, your Branch AAUW Fund Vice President 
  
“The National AAUW Fund is an umbrella of several funds. Except for the Greatest Needs 
Fund, monies are restricted to each type of fund. Membership dues only account for 
about 8% of National’s budget, and only about 20% of members contribute to the 
AAUW Fund. These numbers need to increase to keep AAUW sustainable.  
  
Because of its importance, AAUW is highlighting donations to the Greatest Needs Fund 
(which is unrestricted) so we can respond rapidly to emerging issues, support critical 
programs, and maintain our reputation as a leader in gender equity issues. Contributions 
are also encouraged to the Defend Higher Education and/or Public Policy Funds, areas of 
high importance to AAUW members.” 
  
AAUW supports the education of 
members through grants and fel-
lowships: 
 
Learn more about AAUW Fellow-
ships and Grants HERE.  Detailed 
Information about 2026-2027 Fel-
lowship recipients studying in Cali-
fornia can be found HERE.  
 
Sharon Clairemont 
 
 

Ethnic Foods 

What is the AAUW Fund and why should you care? 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/aauw-2026-2027-fund-fellows-and-grant-recipients/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/aauw-2026-2027-fund-fellows-and-grant-recipients/
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 Local Businesses that Support AAUW Redding Branch, Inc. 

Please patronize these businesses and tell them where you saw their name. 
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AAUW REDDING BRANCH, INC.   

P. O.  BOX 994593     

REDDING CA 96099-4593  

AAUW  

Advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

To find out how we do this, see our website 

www.aauwredding.org 


